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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS :0 VIP (FUKUDA, TAKEO) 

SUBJECT: FUKUDA VISIT PAPERS: JAPAN AND THE MIDEAST 

REF: TOKYO 4578 

1 . ALTHOUGH NOT A MAJOR ACTOR ON THE MIDEAST STAGE, JAPAN 
IS VITALLY AFFECTED BY EVENTS IN THAT REGION, PARTICULARLY 
AS THEY IMPINGE ON ITS IMPORTS OF PERSIAN GULF OIL, WHICH 
ACCOUNT FOR THREE-QUARTERS OF JAPAN S PETROLEUM NEEDS. 
SINCE THE TRAUMA OF THE 1973 OIL SHOCK, JAPAN’S POLICY IN 
THE MIDEAST HAS BEEN GUIDED BY THE NEED: 

- TO ENSURE A STABLE SUPPLY OF OIL THROUGH CULTIVATION 
OF FRIENDLY POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC TIES WITH THE ARAB 
STATES; 

- TO AVOID ANY ACTIONS WHICH WOULD EITHER ALIENATE THE 
U.S. OR IMPEDE WESTERN PEACE EFFORTS IN THE REGION. 

AS A RESULT, THE JAPANESE HAVE GENERALLY ASSUMED A PRO- 
ARAB TILT IN POLITICAL AND DIPLOMATIC MATTERS RELATING TO 
THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT, WHILE CAREFULLY REFRAINING 
FROM SUPPORT OF BLATANT ANTI-ISRAELI ACTIONS THAT MIGHT 
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ANTAGONIZE U.S. PUBLIC OPINION. THEY HAVE ATTEMPTED, WITH 
VARYING SUCCESS, TO DEVELOP BETTER TIES WITH THE ARAB 
STATES THROUGH AID, TRADE AND INVESTMENT. DESPITE 
TRADITIONAL RELUCTANCE TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
FOR PURELY POLITICAL ENDS, THEY HAVE COOPERATED WITH THE 
U.S. IN GIVING MUCH-NEEDED SUPPORT TO THE EGYPTIAN 
ECONOMY AND ARE NOW EXPLORING A JOINT SCHEME WITH SAUDI 
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ARABIA TO ASSIST THE RELATIVELY MODERATE REGIME IN SUDAN. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTER SONODA'S VISIT TO THE AREA IN 
JANUARY THIS YEAR IS LARGELY RESPONSIBLE FOR JAPANESE 
INTEREST IN HAVING THE MIDDLE EAST ON THE AGENDA. 

ALTHOUGH PRIVATELY ENCOURAGED BY SADAT'S PEACE INITIATIVES, 
THE JAPANESE HAVE BEEN RELUCTANT TO BECOME TOO CLOSELY 
IDENTIFIED WITH THE EGYPTIAN SIDE OF THE ACRIMONIOUS SPLIT 

IN THE ARAB CAMP. ON OCCASION, MOST RECENTLY DURING 
SONODA'S VISIT TO THE MIDEAST THIS JANUARY, THE ARABS 
HAVE SOUGHT TO ENLIST JAPAN IN URGING GREATER US PRESSURE 
ON THE ISRAELIS FOR CONCESSIONS-A SUGGESTION THE JAPANESE 
WILL TAKE UP ONLY MOST TENTATIVELY. 

3. THUS THE JAPANESE FACE SOMETHING OF A DTI EMMA IN THEIR 
MIDEAST POLICY. THEY HAVE A MAJOR STAKE IN THE ACHIEVE- 
MENT OF A DURABLE PEACE IN THE MIDEAST AND ARE WORRIED 
THAT PROSPECTS FOR A SETTLEMENT APPEAR TO BE DIMINISHING. 

PM FUKUDA WILL EXPRESS THESE CONCERNS DURING HIS WASHINGTON 
VISIT. AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, THE RELUCTANCE OF THE 
JAPANESE EITHER TO OFFEND THE ARABS OR TO ENGAGE IN 
POTENTIALLY RISKY DIPLOMATIC VENTURES IN THE REGION WILL 
LIKELY INHIBIT PM FUKUDA FROM OFFERING MORE ACTIVE 
JAPANESE ASSISTANCE IN THE PURSUIT OF A PEACE SETTLEMENT. 
MANSFIELD 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 01 apr 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978TOKYO05418 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 42-0938 
Format: TEL 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978041 02/aaaadiqm. tel 

Line Count: 86 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f55735a6-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 TOKYO 4578 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2821933 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FUKUDA VISIT PAPERS: JAPAN AND THE MIDEAST 
TAGS: OVIP, (FUKUDA, TAKEO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f55735a6-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



